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was approaching, the fear that the Gorgon's head
might oilce more turn those who looked on it
into stone, brought a return of the old wavering on
Schwarzenberg's part and the Prince of Thurn and
Taxis wrote on March i8th: "It would be vain to
try to depict the uncertainty that reigned at head-
quarters from the moment of the first announce-
ment until the next morning. Project followed
project. Finally, following the old principle, it
was determined to retreat."

But the hesitation was but momentary. Al-
ready on the 20th Napoleon was attacked at
Arcis-sur-Aube, the fact that the Congress of
CMtillon had closed without the least result
having acted as an additional spur. Since noth-
ing more was to be gained by negotiation the
only alternative, even for Austria, was to crush
him by force of arms.

The battle of Arcis-sur-Aube, which lasted for
two days, did much to dispel the old dread of
Napoleon. Discovering on the second day that
he was greatly outnumbered, the tottering demi-
god of France saved himself from utter annihila-
tion by a timely retreat. There was no credit
to Schwarzenberg in this, but the power of mere
numbers was distinctly beginning to tell.

Blucher's army, now, was treated to what
Nostitz called a moral mustard plaster. On the
22d, when within but a day's march of Schwarzen-
berg's army, news of the battle of Arcis was
received while, at the same time, an intercepted